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Fact Sheet on H.R. 2055, The Military Construction, Veterans
Affairs and Related Agencies Appropriations Act

The Fiscal Year (FY) 2012 Military Construction-Veterans Affairs (MilCon-VA)
Appropriations Act provides critical funding for our troops, supports thousands of well-
paying jobs, and ensures that our veterans receive the care and benefits they have earned
with their service. Not only is this bill essential to our troops, but as Chairman of the Senate
MilCon-VA Subcommittee Tim Johnson said, it is “lean, disciplined and responsible.” Failure to pass
this vital appropriations bill threatens the continuity of care which is essential to the well-being of
our veterans who have sacrificed so much for this nation. Moreover, it would risk thousands of jobs
across the construction, health care, and service industries at a time when our economic recovery is
most fragile. MilCon-VA Appropriations passed with unanimous bipartisan support both out of
subcommittee and out of the full Appropriations Committee on June 28 and June 30, respectively.

Key Points:

o The MilCon-VA Appropriations bill is “lean, disciplined, and responsible.” It would
trim spending, contribute to broader efforts to control future spending and reduce the
deficit, and do so in a targeted, smart way that helps the economy grow. The bill makes
clear that we will not balance the budget on the backs of our veterans.

e The MilCon-VA Appropriations bill is an important jobs bill. It would invest in
hundreds of construction projects that create and sustain thousands of jobs across the
nation. It also would support thousands of health care practitioners, service industry
employees, and other key jobs. In addition, the bill would provide resources to help
homeless veterans get off the streets and into stable employment.

o The MilCon-VA Appropriations bill would continue critical investments in a wide
range of services for America’s veterans - including health care, education and
training programs, veteran housing loans, retirement pensions, and disability
compensation. We have a solemn obligation to provide veterans with the care and benefits
they have earned with their brave service, and cannot allow partisan politics to stand in the
way of fulfilling this pledge.



